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assembly of their deputies sat permanently. Henry
IV. ordered a dissolution, the assembly refused.
Henry sent commissioners to them in order to agree
on conditions of peace; finally peace was concluded
under the form of an edict published at Nantes (1598).

The Protestants obtained a complete liberty of con-
science, that is to say, the right to profess their religion
anywhere in France without danger of being perse-
cuted.

They obtained the right to practise their worship
in all places where they ruled, and in all the rest of
France they could have two temples in each bailiwick.

They had the right to build their temples, to support
schools, to choose schoolmasters, to hold religious
assemblies (synods), to levy contributions on their co-
religionists in order to provide for the expenses of
their worship.

The king declared that he would make no difference
between them and the Catholics, that they could fill
any situation (in fact, some of his ministers were
Calvinists).

In order to prevent them from being unjustly con-
demned the king created in the three parlements in
the South chambers where one half of the judges were
Calvinists. These chambers were for the express pur-
pose of adjudicating the affairs of the Protestants; at
Paris there was a chamber of the Edict, where some
Calvinists had to have a seat.

As a guarantee of his promises the king allowed
the Protestants to keep their fortified places (about
200) for eight years. This term was several times
extended.